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SERMON XXIV. -
Exop. 28. 36. o
Holinefs #o the Lord. - -

of the Scripture’s veftry, whilft the eye of Authority
is prefent to fec them puton: and here the firlt peece,

Erbum Dici in die fuo. A fit time (had it been by an
abler hand ) to bring forth the Prietts garments out l:fon
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that in the very forefront I light on,is Aarons Frontlet in the Text. .

. Thou [bals.make aplate of pxre gold, and grave wpon it like the in-
graving of afignet, [anditas Febove, or fanttum Demino, Holineft
20 the Lord.

For the literal fenfe, as meant of 4aros,I find no difficulty : fome
would, who doubt whether both words wére ingraven on this
golden plate, or the word Febova only. But P. Fagius rightly.
concludes for both, 1Y, WP, Holinefs 1o tbe Lord: both in-
graven, tolet duron know what God was, and what be fhould be,
efpecially in his holy Miniftrations. God was boly, and he would
bave bim [0, efpecially when he came before him.

For the myftical fignification, as applied to Chrift the High- 1 Pet.4. 1g..
Prieft of our profeffionsit agrees fully, Tbat fpotlefs Lamb took away Joho 1. 25.

the (ins of the world, who had none of his own: fo full of holi-
nefs he; that on his very fore-head all might have read this @=p
WY Holinefi to the Lord. For, fuch an High Pricft js become us
20 Ii‘v.z-ue', who was boly asd barmlefs and feparate. from finners,
Hebr. 7. 26. ,

And therefore paffing by both thefe, the moral application of
it efpecially to Minifters, and partly to‘all Chriltians will be the
fubjeét of my prefent difcourfe.  Which thae it may be mare or--
derly, give meleave in this Aarens Fromslet out of this and the
adjacent verfes to obferve and handle thefe particulars.

1. Quid, what’s exprefledand requireds and that’s Holinefs. :

2. Ubi, whereit’s to be foughtand feen 5 on his very fore-
bead and the forefront.of his miter, verf. 37; 38.

3. Quemodo, how ingraven there 5 with the ingraving of a

fignet,
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4+ The Finis cui, to whom; mn’L) all this ta the Lord.

5. Xhe Finis cujus, for what caule ;. that-chepeoples boly gifir
might be accepted, and sbe iniquity of them pardoned verls 38.  And
of thefe now briefly. ) )

1. The thing here ingraven on the Prieft in the Law,and required

of the Preacher of the Gofpel is ¢(pecially and above all Holinefs.
4 samétus 4. Notoutward ‘richesand gzeatnels: they to us, but like wings
lerinsinthe, tothe Oftrich, which the cannot fly with, but only flutter, and
Churchof God get the fafter away. By thefe we only get to outgo other men,but
is abetterman by themfelves they do not help usto tly up to heaven our felves,
thana Valerine or to carry others along with us.

No nor fo much inward gifts of Learning and fuch like abilities,
though fuch polithing neceffary to the Priet, yetit’s not it, but
Holinefs that’s here ingraven in his Crown 3 Knowledge without
Grace, Learning in the head,without Holine/s in the forchead is but
like a precious ftone in a Toad’s head, or like flowers fluck about
a dead body, which will not fully keep it from fmelling, the lefs
half by much of a Minilier’s accomplithment. And sherefore they

~ that have it only, at beftare but like a thip ‘ballalted only on one
hide,that thereby finks the fooner:Or like David’s meflengers, their
prieltly garment,which thould be talaris;is cut off by the middle to
their greater thame. And yet well were it, if many were not feen
daily go (0 balf naked,and yet not afsmed of it. The Mathematici-
ans obferve, that a man that compaflcth the earth, his head gocth
many thoufand miles more than his feet, but in alcent to heaven
the fect would have the greater journey.-Lfo it is,whilft we rather
£0 about to compafs the earth, than to getup to heaven,our heads
ortgo our feet, our knowledge our pracice: but yet in the
Church of God, although there be fixty Queens andeighty Concs-
bines, and Virgins withowt nwmber : yet his Love and Dove-is his
sndefiléd one, and (he is but one. Cant, 6.8, And-therefore I en-
vy younot your fixty Queens and eighty Concubines, and Virgins
without wumber, your numerous numberle(s perfeGions of Arts

2 Sam. 1o,

and Tongues; had you skill in as many Languages as ever Mithri-

datescould {peak,or in as many Aurthors as Ptolomy’s library could
hold 5 had you the life and firength of Paxl, or the eloquence of
Apolls’s preaching 3 had you Chryfoftom’s tenguc,or Aufiin’s pen s
had you all the .perfetions that could be named or thought of,
I fhiuld not be like-profane Porphyrie, who accounted it pity,that
fuch an accomplithed man as Paw! was thould be caft away upon
our Religion, not like protane parents in our days that think

: much
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much to offer to the Loxd a male, any that have ftrength of body
ot mind, but the balt, and the blind, the impotent of body, and Mal. 1.
itmay be more inmind. Cripples and blocks, whom they know
not what elfe to do with are they, which they thiok fitteft co be,
ftow on the Miniftry. [but curfed deceivers at lenzth learn not to
envy God your choifeft jewels for the ornament of his San&uary,
~ forcan they be better beftowed 2 ] Much le(s, brethren and Go-
fpel-Bezaleels, do 1 envy you'your rareft endowments and per-
fections, if you will pleafe but with him to employ themin the
helping up of Gods San&uary. . I envy you not all your fuch
like Queens and Concmbines and Virgins < only upon this double
condition, firft that you commit not folly with them; and fill
that your sndefiled one be your love and doves that whatever other
engravings you have otherwhere about you, yet that bolincf; be,
as here, engroven on your crown, onyour heart and fore-head in-
graven mn*‘; v Holinefs to the Lord.
Holinefs! But what is that ?' In general a fcquefiring and fet-
ting either perfon or thin%apart for God, whether from common
or profane uft; and in both refpects be we boly shat bear the ve(fels
of the Lord, 1fa. 52. 11. ' .
1. We Minifters fhould be holy as feparated to the Lord from
worldly employments, not as though I approved the flow-bcllied
Romifh Monkery of our dayes, or yet condemned the Monks of
old for having honeft callings to be employed in, or lealt of all
found fault with St. Paul for tent-making,A&s 18.3. and Working
with bis own hands,1 Cor.4.12. Idlenefs is unlawfulmall: And
Pasls particular cafe to avoid {candal made his courfe in that kind
both holy and commendable. But yet thi$ notwith(tanding. this
firft part of holinefs required calls for, 1. afequéftration from
{uch homely and fordid imployments, as will make our felves and
Miniftry contemptible.  St. Ferom (aith,that facerdos in foro is as
bad an eye-fore, as Mercator in Templo, both to be whipt our. A
Minifter and a Market-man are not unifour. I¢’s not {pade or
matrock, but the fword of the fpirit that mult be feen in our hands,
which is that we thould both work and fi:ht with. It had been
“fhameful, if true,that which Litprandas avoucheth of the Bifhops 4p#4 Earon,
of Greece in his tine, Ipfi Agafones, Caupones,&c. that they were gz:f 9;‘?' .
their own market-men, and ferving-men, yea and ftable-grooms ™~ - °
. toos that they were huckfters, and kept Tavernsand ViGualling
houfts. But the balenefle was in the bafe flanderer, and rot in
the Grecian Bifhop, which othel:; fl;liﬁorians of thole times fhew, Curoplares,
Hhh~ was
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’ was far from fuch fordidneffe. But fhould fuch foy! ftick to any-
Minifters now adayes ; fhoulditbe outof neceflity and want, I
pity them 5 but if from degenerous covetoufnefs, Ioath it, and
fo doth God.too.. I with, T confefs, that the former caufe too
often held not, for whereas the Scripture fpeaks of giving to Mi--
nifters,Prove 3. 9. the vulgar renders it ds pauperibas and not much
amifs : for the Prieft and the poor man go often in the fame clothe-.
Tt might indced have been a leffon,which thofe learned Clericks in
. Anton -Rofelt - former timeshad takenout : i Ecclefid.omnis immenfitas eft men-
part 1. Mo- fura, asone of their Lawyers complaines: Butfure, if Wickiiff
nauch. Cap.70- ‘were now alive, he would- not have much caule in many places
~ to complainof the Churchnow, as he did then, that Cxmslantxr
temporalia ufgue ad putredinem. All Chusch-men’s livings are not
like his Lutterworth,. 1fGod were not the tribe of Levi’s_ inberi. -
tance, the Priefthood to many- an one would be but a poor one.
He had need Icok to be boneft : for fimoniacal Patrons, injurious
Impropriatours,facrilegious Minifter-Confeners will take a courfe
to keep him poor 5 and if fordid too, now curfed be they of the
Lord in f{o making bim bafe and ‘his Miniftry comsemprible, in-
defiling this PR NI (as Asrons miter is called Exod.. 29. 6. )
his boly crown, by cafting it o the ground, and burying it in the
earth.  But if -he himfeJf fo fall adigging, as to bury his-talen: -
there, now an evil fervantis he, and an heavier account wilthe-
one day without repentance have to make for it, which yet I with .
t00 many now adayes were mot liable' to. I have fometimes
. thought how it comes to pafs, that fo many Mechanicks amongft*
us prove Minifters : and methinks I hear them retum anfwer,that
they therein dobut agere de repetundis 5 according to lex -taliomis
itis to cry quit becaufc {o many Miniftersincroach on their occu-"
pations, and prove- Mechanicks,. that foas it were according to -
the {chooles do&rine in another point o many men may be-
brought in; to fill up the number of collapfed Angels : but both -
are blemifhes to-the Church : and well were it-if fome agua fortis
did eat out fuch moles from off the faee of it : for on Aarons fore- -
bead is Holine[s 10 the Lord, which thould fever as. ccmmon men
from fuchan holy.calling, fo thofe of fuchan holy calling from
fuch common employment, 1. Firft if mean and fordid. .

2. Though morc.{ngcnuous and liberal, fofar asit cometh to -
the Apoftle’s tumAouh viz. fo far as eo intangle bim in the werld,
to hinder himin bis holy fun@ion, 2 Tim. 2. 4. Aud here [ with
our Church were no: fometimes fick of Phyfick-divines, and Go-

’ qul-:
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“fpel-Lawyers, that handle the Code, more than the Bible, and fudy i
-the Statutes of the kingdom, more than the ten Commandments.;
" or at leaft make account that a Phetias his Nomo- ¢ anam makes the
beft medly. A
Not that I condemn all Minilters intermedling ( if called to
-it ) in fecular occations, if not to the blemith of the men, or hin-
dring of their Miniftry. That ft fhould be unlawful fora Clergy-
m3n to enter into a Prince’s Court was a Canon of the {econd Ro- si i
man Synod’s making, as foolifh as the Synod it felf was forged. fé&.:ﬁ:f, ’:’3’ :_
With God’s lcave and blefling let them be for the Common- f.yr», pag.
wealch’s advantage, if it be not “with the Chusch’s hindrance. 11, 1z.
But in cafe they fhould clafh, let all Church.men look firft to the .
Church, whillt otherslook to the Senate-houfe, yeaand let me
add, tothe Church in the country, that I havea charge of, ra-
ther than the Colledge in the Univerfity that I would live idlely
in, unle(s I would be like elemensary fire, that fhineth not in its
own place, orlik;fomb, who, when fent by God to preach at
‘Niniveh, flieth o Tarfbifs, ( which out of Strabo appears to have
"beeti an Univerlity, ) to be a ftudent, or to it asan Emporium to See Dod.
play, as fome think, the mercbans. Sure both wayes he made a gzmopm, bis
bad voyage of it, which fhould.make us feer aright by fhaping Sermons upon
our courfe point-blank on Chrift’s and his Church’s {ervice, and 0adish.
inftead of Caftor and Polux, A&s 28. 11, let thefe two words be iz‘ft)‘(’)f‘;,a_
the fign of our fhip, 7YV WP Heline[s 10 the Lord in this kind ,,,, cap. 1.
of feparation from ordinary employments.
2. But much more from finful defilements: Thus 2 Chran.35.3.
Fofiab’s Levits were not onely &30 butalfo 2eNPn
Holy as well as learned, fuch asdid live as wgll as they preached,
and whilft now adayes fome affe@ one method of preaching, and
others another, fure I am Ezrafollowed the beft, cap.7. 10, he
firk prepares bis beart 2o-fock the Law, and then to dost, and not
till then to teachs, jult as Paul, that matchlefs pattern for
preachiers, - that &v pqrais &vd¢wm@- in regard of his divine
contdmplations, and for his holy life twi THs yus &)yeAG-, as St.
Cbryfeftom calls him ) you fhall obfcrve that he proves his own
fidelity from his do&rines truth, 2 Cor. 1. 17, 18. there was not
in him and his promiles yeaand may, becaufe the word and pro-
mifes of God,which ke preached, were not yes and #ay: as though
he had faid, my pra&ice is honeft and true,” becaule my do&rine
is truth ¢ a good argument in a holy Paxl’s mouth : but would
not many a plain country man’s l(i]gli]ck fay it werc a non fequitur
. H 2 in
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in many of ours: but fure, it fhould follow. Minifters holy
do@rine and life fhould follow and proveand ftrengthen each

other mutually. Not a blesmifb admitted in- a Prigt of the old -

Teftament,and Pawl’s defcription excepts againft the leaft blot of

a Bifbop in the new : The Prieft was to'view and to be amongft

Lepers then, but was not wont to be infefted” with their Leprofie
It is our calling to bedealing with finxers, but fhould be our care
not tobe defiled with their fins. Ifour feet be beamiful, Rom.
10. 15. fure clean wayes become them. If we do not opbowad\ci,
Gal. 2. 14. as well as opddloued, 2 Tim. 2.15. we fhall go but
balting betore the fluck, :

And here as Paul transferred all in a figure to bimsfelf and Apol-
los, 1 Cor. 4. 6. fo will'you pleafe to give me leave to fpeak 2
little to my felf ?- nor will'it be time ill {pent, if you pleafe to fit

and overheir me,whilft I labour to quicken mine owndulneffe in -

. this way of holine(s by thefe following confiderations.

1. The firft is the nearnefs of thy calling to God, who willbe
[onciified in all that draw near bim; Lev. 10. 3. and therefore thon

~ ‘that ftandeft before God, and'asit were beholdeft his face, haft

Brod. 3. 8.

Nazranz,.
Orat,12.p. .
195, 195.
Chrifofiom

Lib. 1. de Sa- -

ceractic,

need of bolineft to the Lord on thy fore-head. 1t’s boly ground thou
ftandeft on, need therefore te have fhoes o  They are holy ordi:
nances which thou handleft, but whae xepoiv aiizTos ? It was
an heavy chargelaid upon Aarox, and which in part lightson
thee, Numb. 18. 1. you fball bear the iniquity of the Sanéluary and
of the Preift-hood. . And-may not that bea great dcal ? and hadit
not thou therefore need the more look about thee ? This very-con-
fideration amongft others made Nuzianzen’s Bafil -defer -hisen--
trance on this calling , and Chryfoffom’s Bafil by all means labour
to avoid it,and'made Chryfoftom himfelf cry out,miror frpeteft ali-
quis Reclorwm [alvari (in Heb. 13.17. Homil.3.) And therefore

although thy: perfinbe mean; yet thy calling is boly; {o-that als-

though thou beeft but as an earthen veffel, that is, but poor and

homely in. regard of outward refpeéts, yet thou thould#t be too -

, asan carthen veftel, thatis, very fweet-and vlean in regard of in<

ward boline(s : the treafure that is in thee, and the calling that thou
artin, callsforit. Sanctuary-meafurces were wont to be deuble
to others - -and why not fan&uary-men’s holmefle too ? -And
therefore however the children of Ifrzel may%oaftray;: yet ever
then the Priefts and the Levites mult kéep the charge of the Sanéin-
ary, Ezek.44. 15: Inaword the colour of thycloth is fuch, as

that .the lealt mate will be . the fooner feenin it ; the holinefs of
_thy.
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thy Calling, multiplies the unholine(s of thy fin; as the clear-
nefs of the Glafs makes thick 'Liquour look the worfe in it.
What’s but an idle word in another’s mouth, is in thine well-nigh

a Blafthemy. In fum, thy Calling fhould fet thee far from

fin, becaufe it fets thee fo near to God.

2. And the rather, becaufe as by it thouart nearer.to Gad :
fo the Devil will go -very near to be the neéarer to thee, if thou
beeft not the more watchful. In the Hill of God, where the Pro~
pbets dwell, these will be a Garifon of the Philiftines, as you:
read 1 Sam. 10. 5. Asin other refpeéts, {o in this, thatif there
be any mifchief done, the Devil will want of his will, if one of
thy Clothbenot init. Thus Dathar and Abiram cannot rife up
againft <Mofes and Auaron, but Korab a Levite, muft be of the
Confpiracy, and fct firft as a Ringleader in the bufine(s, Numb,
16: 1. As in Q. Elizabetbs days, fcarce a Treafon, but fome
* Prieft or Jefuite had a finger in, if he were not chief fiickler.

The Devil knows well, that the Pricfts fm is of greater Guilt, =

- (and therefore in the Law- had a greater - Sacrifice, the Peoplesa.
Goat, but his a Bullock ) of greater Scandal , and likewife of
greater Confequence s a Galiab’s Sword bebind the Priefts Ephod,

fucha Weapon as none like o that, 1 Sam. 21.9. If he go to -

Hell,he draweth it may be thoufands after him. The filly Sheep,
though otherwife fearful and will*ftand and drown, will yet
. after its lcader, thoughin defpzrate leaps. Pecple, when they

fee Minifters faults, take it for a principle, that they may Nox -
modo cum venia, verum etiam cum ratione peccare. This the Dea -

vil kioweth, and therefore watcheth, which fhould make us the

more watchful, with this watch-word ever.in. Head and Heart, .

Holinefs tothe Lord.

3. Thou preacheft Holinefs to others,and haft thou not then great -
reafon to praltife it? Thou that teacheft another, teacheft thow not -

thy félf 7 Rom. 2.21. ‘The Coals of which Scripture are heap-
ed mpon that evil Seryant, that’s condemned out of his own:

mouth, Lwke 19.22. and goeth away with that doom, 1 Kings .

20, 40. So fhall thy judgment ‘be, thy [elf baft- decided it. Bel-.

lerophontis, Uria litere areall the good Letters that bad Scholars -

have learnt, and all the good Sermons that ungodly Men have
preached , and fo they will: prove another day. . Minifters, as
Stars; muftmove as well as fbines: Be- not therefore like the Re-
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chabites, who were Scribes, 1 Chron.2. 55. to make evidences :

for osbér. Mens Lands, but had mene of their own, Jer.35.8, 9.
But.
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2 Sam. 20,12,

S E R M. XXIV.

‘But fol'ow the old Rule Per unsmgmodgue, &c. illad magin

And therefore thou hadft nced with the Prief in the Law, frft
to offer for “thine own cleanfing, and then for she Peoples. He had
a Seato wath bimfelf in, as Lavers to wath the Peoples Sacri-
fices in thens And (hall foul Souls be wafht with foul Hands
now, which often make them worfe for handling ? What ? In
this like Agricolle, QOwi inculti coluns terram ? Like the Whet-
ftone, Dum alios acuit [ue immemor bebetwdinis ? Nay, like the
Plaifter, Quod medetur vulneri, ipfum vern cum pure sradisur
Valeano ? Now fie on fuch incongruous non-fence, folecifms in
Gods Husbandry and Chrirurgery.

4. Nay, in ordinary courfe look not for {o good a fucce(s 5 for
as Holinefs adds firength: {o Unbolinéfs weakens thy Miniftry.
An holy Chrilt saught with Authority, and not as the Scribes,
who were obnoxious, and therefore feared to fpeak out, left,
when Sermon was ended, and cthers had leave to fpeak as well
as they , they might have that replicd to them, Phyfician, bed
thy felf : A goo§ Item for all, for us Minifters, when our
People are froward, not for us to grow impatient, but to fit
down, and think a while, whether fome finful Mifcarriage in
us hath not been the Obftru&ion in the body of our People:
Whether an Amafa, wallowing in bis Blood, a Leader, a Mini-
fter in his fin, hath not made whole Troops fand flill : That
fo we may mend, and they with us, and all together.

s. It's Holinefs that honours, as i>s Sin that above all dif-
graceth thy Miniftry. It was a piece of humble Pasl’s holy
ambition to magnifie bis Miniftry Rom. 11. 13. But how ? with
what ? Was it with etieminate affected Words, or curious fpe-
culations in his Preaching, or in a avToix of outward P.
or State in living ? Was it with the brcadth of a Caffock ? Or
the fat of a good Prcferment 2 No: Thefe would have been to
Paxul, as Saul's Armonr to David. Why, wich what then was
it? He tells you, 2 Cor.6.4.6,7. by Purenefs, by Kmowledg,
by the Powcr of God. e are Witneffes, and God alfo ds coies

~

ity Qe gy xpuiuTIes baw bolily, and juftly, and snblameably

we bebaved our felves, &c. 1 Thef. 2. 15." 1, this was the Cre-
dit of the Gofpel, the Honour of their Perfons, the Crown of
their Miniftry, through which, as mean as they feemed, yer
they were the very Giory of Chriff. This Plate wich M5 oy
H:linefs to the Lord, on the Priefis Fore-head is, YW NI the
boly Crown, which adds Majefty to Himfclf, and Miaiftry, As

: on
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on the contrary unholy and unworthy defilements difhonour

this boly Croww, and caft it 10 the Ground. When Epbraim [peaks

trembling, he exalts bimfclf in Ifrael , but when be offends in

Baal, he dies, Hof: 13. 1. ~ The like may 1 fay of a Minifter,

lee him but hold up his Holinefs, and then he will be fure to

exalt himfelf in the true Ifrael of God, and even to others in

his Miniftry, he may fpeak trembling : But offend in Baal once,

in fin, efpecially if foul, and that made a Lord and Idal of,

(as Baal wasall that) and then he dies for it 5 and if be died on-

ly, lefs weeping would ferve for that Funeral : But alack, the

powerand luftre of his Miniftry often dieth with him, yea, and

too often is buried: befose him. - Yea, fo Holy is God, and fo

jaalous of - the purity of his Minifters and ordinances, thatReper--

tance (which as it were annihilates fin in others) fcarce wipes

off former foul fins {o far, as to leave the Man fit for the Mini-

firy. Thus the falfe Prophet’s Icars flick by him long, Zech.

13. 6. And Levises once Idolatrous, prove after irregular, Ezek. calyininloc. -

44+ 10, 11,12, 13, Ceteris quidem non imputatur quales fuerunt

ansequam . facro lavacro renafcerentwr (as he in St. Aufting life) Erafmus.

Its rot imputed to others what ‘they were before Baptilm, but

of a Bithop Pauxl requires, that he thould bave a good Report of T Tim. 3.7,

thews that are without : And it was a part of St. Auffin’s com-

mendation in the fame Author, that Talis erat quum ipfe foris -

efist, ut ab bis qui intus erant vir bonus baberi poffer in [uo qui-

dem genere.  A-foul (tain may not wholly make the Stuff unfit

for ordinary ufe, but it will fromrits being evet fit for the Pricft’s

Ephud.. A fomctimes-fcandalous finner may prove an emi- * Courtefans

nent Chriftian 5° but it’s a queftion whether fuch an one may in may be good

ordjnary courfe, though converted, be fit to be chofen for a Srovdy if pe-

Minifter. . And therefore in all thefe refpects, on the Priefts fore- Ritenti & con-

béad let there be Holinefs to the Lord.  And thus I have difpatch- vcgtiteéoSee

ed the firft particular Quid, what is expreffed and required, iv’s Hill. & ‘;"‘-

Holinefs. R
2. 4hc fecond is, Ubi, where this: Holinefsis to be fought o

and found. And'that’s faid to be on the forefromt of his Miter,

ver. 37. and on bis Forebead, ver. 38.. That is, 1. In his out- -

ward holy Minifirations, if wichout Super@ition. . And, 2. In .

his outward ordinary Carriage and Behaviour, if without Af- -

fe@ation. Befides the inward feal and ftamp upon the Heart, .

the outward badg and impre(s even on the Fare bead muft be -

Holinefs te.the Lard. .

1.In.
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1. In his holy outward Adminiftrations. Thus the Priefts

“had a Laver to wafb in, when they went into the Tabernacle, thap

they died not, Exod. 30. 18, 19,20. It was death to come to
fhe Altar, if they.did not firtt go to the Laver of the Blood of

‘Chrift to have them(clves ‘and fervices cleanfed; {o unle(s they

came in an outward cleanfing : Yes, you will fay, but that was

‘Legal and therefore abolithed. Yes, but fo as to hold outan
‘Evangelical not only inward, butalfo outward Helinefs in out

Sacrifices and Services. :

Which as they are more Spiritual : (and therefore away with
the Papifts theatrical, mimical Mafs, and that other Mafs of
their fuperftitious idolatrous {ervices and Ceremonies, as nume-
rous and as carnal and by them made as myRical, as ever were
Jewilh ordinances, as Durand’s unrealonable Rationale mani-
fefs.) )

So it’s pity they fhould be looked at as lefs Holy, or ufed with
lefs inward intention or outward boly reverence and comlinefz.
And therefore in the defcription of the Church of the Gofpel,
it is forbidden the Evangelical Levite in his miniftration t0 wear
Woollen, or to gird bimfelf with any thing that caufeh fweas, Ezck.
44.17, 18. Not as though a Minifter’s Coat mutt needs be like
Jobn Baptift's of Camels hair , and not of Woolls nor that it
were unlawtul for him to fweat at his work : But to hold out
not only inward, but alfo outward purity and holinefs, that
his Miniftring, G: ftires, Garments, A&ions (hould be, though
not Myftically or Sacramentally icpdt holy (as the Ceremonics
of the Law were, but ours, as the Revcerend Prelates of our
Charch determine, are not) yet at leaft ice cmpewels, that is,
every way in a reverend and comely turxfia and €Uy MrecoUth be-
coming the Holinefs of God's Prefence and Ordinance. Holi-
#efs becomes thy Houfe for ever, Plal. 93.5. And if for ever,
then even fince Ferufalem’s Temple hath been down.  God hath
not been without his Houfe, though not fuch an one as that
was; and whereveritbe, Holinfs doth, and will become it for
ever. For this purpofe it was, thatin Ferufalem of old the
Dung-gate was removed fiom the Temple as far as could be, as
Funius hath well obferved upon Nebe. 2. 13. Igrant a great dif-
ference between that Tumple and curs s yet not fo grear, but
that this will, Tcenceive, bea good confequence. It the Few-
ifh Temple mulk not be near the Dung-gate, then fure i’s no rea-
fou t:at Chrifiian Temples {hould be made Dung-bills, unbe-

coming

\
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coming the Prefence of God and his People. Ours at laft be~
gins to be Repaired, which I have often both in publick and
private dcfired, but now I further wifh, that the Poor do not
pay dear for it. God would have his Sacrifices brought,but not his
Altar (through the Sacrificer’s oppreflion ) covered with the tears
of the Poor,Mal. 2. 13. T defire that the Church ‘may be repair-.
ed: But Ifhould be forry to feec the Tears of the Poor.temper-
ing the Morter of it5 or Mofes to fave his purfe hindring Aaron
in his holy Miniltrations on bis Fore-bead to bave engraven Ho-
linefs o the Lord. . ’

2. Andon the Forebead too, in regard of his outward holy
behaviour and carriage. If in better Times Holinefs thould be
on the Souldier’s Horfe-bridles, Zec. 14.20. then in the very
worft, at leaft on Adaron’s Forebead there (hould be Holinefs 1o
the Lord. If a comely tugmeeoouvy be required in the outward
behaviour of all Chriftians, much more a reverend aywedw in
Minifters carriages.  Pasl’s NudAiov, ouppovee, Kdopirov, pasol
 mlows oeuvdTHTeS, Vigilans, Sober, of good Bebaviowr, with all

Gravity, 1 Tim. 3. 2,-4. cometh up to this holy amiable Gravi-
ty in a Minifter, which may either win Love, or command Re-
verence. Thusour Saviour’s Sweetnefs allured, and Fobn Bap-
#i’s Gravity made even an Herod fear.A Minifter’s care thould
to have a fit mixture of both, that others frowardnefs may be
{weetned by his amiablenefs, and yet that the leaft wantonnefs
might blufh under fuch a Chriftian Cato’s eye. It was his ad-
vice, Ut plebeculé afpellum fugist, vel coram plebe [e tanguam
myfterinm adbibeat : He would -have - him cither not feen, or at
leaft that feen in him by the worft, which may either win them, .
or awethem.  One required fuch a Sagacity in a Minifter, that Mr. Merbery
fhould make him pick an fe out of bis bearersFovebeadsbut I fhould
think fuch San&ity even in outward carriage were more neceffa-
ry, that the beholder might read a Le@ure of Holinefs in bis
Forebead. ~ ’ ,

In a word, this requireth and implieth fuch an boly Boldnefs,
as not to be athamed of an holy Way , but therein to bave a Fore-
bead as long as Holinefs is engraven on it. As alfo a greater
forwardnefs both with word and prefence to check fin in whom
they fee it, more than others may, as having, befides a common
Chriftiar’s boldnefs and zeal,the advantage of a Minifter’sCalling,
to bear themont init. And therefore to conclude this; It’s
for others to ftand aloft with Adultery, Drunkennefs, Blafphe-

Iii my
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my pinned on their Fore-heads ;- not for thofe thatin thefe places
(as the Prophets of old, 2 Chron. 24.20.) fland above God’s Peos

ple. Let Drunkennefs be read in other Men’s misfigured Cop-

per-faces, bt Aaron’s Frontles muft be a plate of Gold with this
ingravure, Holinefs so the Lord. - .
3. There, but Ingraven there like the graving of a Signet.

* Seriptnra cla- This is the third particular, which fignifieth not only the Clear-
ra, dsftinds,  pe(s of the Charaer, (fo the Chaldee) but alfo the depth of the

ver. 27.

Mat,13e

Sculpture. And this tor two Caufes, 1. To fink decp againft
Hypocrifie. 2. To laftlong againft Apoftacy.

1. Ingraven to fink deep, through the Fore-bead into the Head,
yea, and Heart too. The Holine[s which a Minifter muft ex-
prefs, muft not be a bare out-fide Fore-head-paint of Pharifiial
hypocrifie, or Friar-like humility, or Pope’s holinefs forfooth.
For fo indeed Rame’s high Prieft, when in his Pontificalibus,
would have that title like another Aaron on his Fore-head, Ho-
linefs t0 the Lord.  But St. Fobn unmasks the Whore, and thew-
eth you her true Frontlet,Revel.17.5.0n ber Fore-bead was 4 Name
swristen, Myftery (if Holinefs,yet in a Myftery) but in plain terms as
followeth, Babylon the great, the Mother of Hasrlots, and abomsi-
nations of the Earth. - But not fo with the genuine Sons of
Aasron : His Garments were not only of Embreidered, which
hath only a fair outfide, but alfo of cwmwimg work , of which,
they fay, that both fides were alike: Holinefs on the Fore.besd,
but {0 ingraven, that it may reach even that which is withins
nay, it fhould begin there firft, and look out only in outwerd
holg demeanour.  Thus ingraven to fink deep, againft Hypo-
crilies ‘

2. And again Ingraven, tolaft long, to be alwsys on bis Fore-
bead, ver. 38. againft Apoftacy. Paint is {oon rubbed oft; but
Tugravare is longer in wearing out, though it were longer, and
it may be, brake fome Tools in getting in. Over-hafty preco-
cityin thiskind hath ever been dangerous to the Church, foon
ripe, foom rotten. Some Preachers have been Chriftian Hermo-
genes’s, Men when Children, but Children ever after. - Some fo
hatty, that they cannot ftay the time of Engraving and Polifh-
ing. A lintle Painting or wafhing over with the Name, rather
than the Learning of a year or two’s:continuance in the Uni-
verfity, fits too many for the Country, which would have been
too decp, they think, if they had ftayed longer 5 like the plain
Country-man, that carried his Son to Melsnéibon to have him

- made



mExop, 28. 36, 439
made a preacher, butif he might not carry himback again with -
 him aday ortwo after fully accomplithed, he could ‘not ftay
longer tuning of the inftrument. But what comes of it ? (00
often difcords in the Church of Chrift. Ordinarily it comes to this,
that either they make wafh-way of preaching, and o their fer-
-mons are as fhallow as themfclves, or elfe at firft get cn Jome
Sanl’s armour (in another’s borrowed paines ) which after fuch
levis armature milites cannot go in, winding up the ftring to fo
high a peg, as it cracks ere long, as not long fince fomewhere {ad
experience hath teltified. To prevent this Pas/ puts by a Nedpul G-
a Novice from holy ordersy 1 Tims, 3. 6. asfor other things, (o
for profeflion and grace efpecially. Not that I dare with them
Micab 2. 7. firaiter Gods [piris, or hinder him to breath, when
and where he pleafeth,and fometimes to ripen fome extraordinari-
ly : bug only I addthat everyone is not a Cyprian, in whom
tritura [emensem prevénit, vindemia palmitem, poma vadicem, as
Pontius his Deacon fpeaks of him in his life, for he adds ille fuit
primus, & puto folus exemplo, plus fide poffe quam tempore primo-
vere. Sure [ am, it’s via tuta to ftay a graving time for learning
and godlinefs,and not to content our felves with a paint of either.
The one willlaft long, whilft the other ere long will wear off.
Time hath {een fome hot-fpurs run out of bréath, and the world -
hath fhewn, whom preferments have choaked and taken off. It
hath been no gonder to hear of the Vine and Olive-tree,when once
they come to bear rale over osher trees,to lofz tbeir former fatne(s and
fweetnefs : but the more to blame,they who, when they have bet- -
ter helps and tools, lefs work is done, or lefs exaétly. Good in-
graving at firlt would help all this, and when God’s Law is with-
in Cbrifts beart, Pfal. 40. 8. it wasfuch a lafting deep féuntain
. there, as made him grow upon his work, and ("as Divines have caremr.
obferved out of the courfe of the Gofpel ) to have been more fre- Horm.1n
quent in preaching toward the end of his* Miniftry : and well he Luke 19. 47.
might, he being that fome of which God faid, Zech. 3. 9. Behold
I will engrave the engraving theresf. On our blefled High-pricft’s
forehead was thus deeply ingraven, Holine(Je tothe Lord. Thus
in thefe three particulars we have feen that holinefle muft be gra-
ven on Aaron’s forebead. '
4. But the fourth muft nceds be added mmb WP Holinefs,
and thus ingraven 5 but #osbe Lord and- bis glory, not feeming
holine(s for my profit, like a Jefuitical holineffe, an excellent pa-

geant, out of which they fuck no {mall advantage. Nor for my
JTii 2 credit,
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Pelagii, viri» credit, like Pelagins, who they fay was a ftri& feeming-holy
us awdio[in5 man, to pive the better credit to his Do@rine, and Herefie, Such
v o P oo axe but rightly called Idol-thepherds, that do nothing but only
,ﬁ‘f:‘ Augu- as Idols ferve to be adored 5 or if aive, but like him, that fobrine
flin. 3. depec- acceffit ad evertendam Rempub. But fuch unfaithful fewards muft
car. ;{mf- Y one day give an account of their ﬁcward{hiﬁwhodwill fhare ftakes
T T with their Lord, fét down fifty for their Lord, and fifty for them-
',’f.'.'f;{'fff.ffz’f; felves or if anhundred, {i'thcir Lord hath eighty, heis well,
gumnturbonwm but at leaft they will have twenty , Luke 16.6,7. Nay, but let
«c pradicam-  God haveall, let our mouths ever fay, non nobis Domine, non
:;’Z:;’;’; nobis, yealet Aaron’s forehead ever Ry fandlitas Febovab; bolinfs
Alexander e #0 the Lord.Like as the Roman Conquerors in their triumphs were
Alex. lib. 6. wont to go up to the Capitol and there to offer up their trium-
cap. 6. phant Crowns and Garlands to Fapiter Capitolinus : Even fo we
Presbyters with thofc twenty four, Rev. 4. 10, 11. thould take
off our crowns from off our ows beads, and edft them before the
"+ sbrone at Chrifts feet faying , Thou art worthy O Lo-d to receive go-
A ry and bonowr and power 5 for thow baft created all things, and for thy
pleafure they are and were created 1 which place C. 4 lapide upon
1t fily parallels with my Text : for whilft an humblc Minifer of
Chrift freely-and heartily acknowledgeth and faith,my Minifterial
dignity and {an&ity, my holy dorine, life and fruic of toth, all
isfrom thee, and all muft be tothee 5 and thereforc I throw diws
my crown at thy feet, and fay, thow art worthy, 88 It isall one
with Aaron to come forth with this ingraven clearly om bis fore-
bead, Sanditas Febove, bolinefsto the Lord. So we have the fini
cui. -

5. The laft particular is the finis cujus gratia, and that is the
peoples benefit, verf. 38. Holinef/i muitbeon Aaron’s forebesd,
that the peoples holy offerings mighs be accepted, and the iniguities
of them pardoned s for what I hive been all this while fpeaking of
Minilfters faults and duties, it hath not been to difcover a Nosb's
fpame, that aCham might laugh ;5 not to difplay the Preacher’s
blemihes, that a profane hearer might point and flear and fay, I
there's an bole in the Prieff’s coat 5 But rather out of the high-
Pricit’s frontlet that thou mayeft pick or find rather one in thine
own. Holinefs in the Priefts forebesd faith,that there is snholinefs
in the peoples very beft facrifice. Chritt our Prieft had need be the
Lamb without [pot to expiate the blemithes of our beft duties 3 and
his fervants the Minifters need proportionably be the more bolyin

bears and forehead,that they may Jift up purer bands for a pobted
people’s
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people s as the Levites of old were given o Ifrael, to make atone-

ment for them, that there might be no plague among them, when they

comse to the Santinary, Numb. 8. 19. Aud thercforc it thould be an

Item both to the people; that, muft the Prieft be boly, then fure

they had need be humble, for this tells them that they are.unbily.

Fofna's rags were the peoples fins more than his own, Zech.3.3. Sce Lapide in
and Aarons boly crown holds out,’as what holinefs thould be in locum.

him, fowhat wnbolineffé is in his pesple, and therefore let them

be bumble.

And withall let Aaron and bis fons be careful that their bolinef
may beto the Lord and his praifes (o for his people, and their *
belp, not to expiate their fins, that’s Chrift’s: butby their holy
life to be their better example, by their holy doétrine to be their
better inftru&ion, by their more holy prayers-better to prevail
with God for pardon of their fins and acceptance of their dutics
and fervices. And thus ever on Aarow’s forebead, on the Minifters
not only heart, but allo oxtward adminiftrations and carriages let
not pomp or learning {o much, as bolinefs be famped and ingraven,
even to fink deep, and laft long, that all may be to the Lord and his
Ppraife; and for his people and their benefis.

- And now for clofe, as Gregory in the end of his Paftoral once
faid, fo I inthe end of my Scrmon, Pulchrum depinxi paflorem
picior fidus, 1 haye endeavoured to prefent you with a poor por-
traiture of an holy Minifter, which I muftconfefs I my felf can-
not attain.ta ; and therefore if any faults have been pointed at, I
have therein dcfired either tomark, orat leaft to warn my felf
rather than any other. Not that Minifters faults may not be
{poken againt : for the Prophet, Zechary when he comes to {reak
of a fooliflyfbepherd; he puts a Fod Paragogicum to it sbrx ) ims
eap. 11.15: to exprefS, ( as Brixianus hath obferved ) that if the
Jhepherd be a fool, he isa fool of all fools : and therefore Bersard is -
not o be blamed for being fo bold and plain with Pope Esxgesius
him(If, bic, bic non parco tibi, ut parcat Denus. 1In this matter
I'I'not fparc thee, that God may : Butyet when I fee blefled
Conftantine in the Counfel of Nice drawing a vail over the Bifhops
blemifhes, T would not in this profane feofing age withdraw the
curtain to expofe them to a Michal’s cye. Young Timothy, though
in place, is yet withed not to rebuke an Elder, but to intreat bim a5
a Fasher, and the younger men as brethren, 1 Tim. 5. 1. And
therefore for clofe, Reverend Fathers and Brethren, fuffer a
younger Timothy to do his office, even tointrest and beleech l:il:
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his Seniors as Fathers, and his Juniors as Bretbren, and to charge
himfelf efpecially, that weall of us would- labour firft to get
Holinefs into the heart, and then to exprefs it {o in’ our outward
Minifirations and Carriages, that all that look on may fee and
read in Aaron’s Fore-bead ingraven .'1'1.'[’5 WP, Sandum Domino,
Holine[s to the Lord. :
And what remaineth now? But that after I have thus be-
fought you, all of us now humbly befcech the Lord, that He
would pleafe to fanélific his own Name, and further his Service
by his Servants Holinefs. »
Now therefore moft Holy, Holy, Holy, Blefled Lord God, fo
fit and fumith (we pray thee) thine own Tribe with fuch out-
ward Liberty, and Maintenance, and Homonr , but efpecially
with thine own Savir;% Grace in their hearts, that thy Prigfs
may be clothed with Kighteoufnefs , and that on their very
Fore-beads ill may read Holinefs, and that not for themfelves and
their own advantage, but to thee, O Lord, and thy Glory, that
even this Holy Crown, though we do not debafe it by cafting it on
the Ground unworthily, yet ‘we may ever be moft willing to caft
it at thy Feet humbly 5 and both here on Earth, and for ever in

Revely 4. 10, Heaven, fay and fing heartily, Thow art worthy, O Lord, to re-

1. ceive Glory and Homonr, and Power, for 1hon baft Created all things,
and for thy Pleafure they arve and were Created; And therefore,

Revelg.13. Bleffing, and Howour, and Glory, and Power , be sunto” Him ibat
fisseth on the Throme , and wmo the Lamb for ever and ever.
Amen. '

Tibi Domine Fefu.
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